Naloxone elicits dose-dependent changes in alcohol-induced increases in endogenous dopamine release from rat striatum.
These experiments examined the effects of naloxone on alcohol-induced changes in striatal concentrations of DOPAC and HVA, on endogenous dopamine release from striatum in vitro, and on duration of sleep time in vivo. The results emphasize the role of opioid peptides in alcohol's effects on dopaminergic function and on behaviour.